T he ethical conduct of biomedical research on human subjects requires informed consent, which, in turn, is composed of three elements: a) information, the subject understanding the purpose of the research and its risks and benefits both for the subject and for society; b) competence, the subject's ability to process the information and make a stable, reasoned decision in light of long-term values and interests; and c) voluntariness, the absence of inappropriate coercion or enticement, either objective or as experienced by the subject.
